Since the publication of this newsletter in late August, it seems our conservation efforts are indeed bringing results. The most politically charged concession in Gallardo was archived by SETENA on September 8 due to the inadequacies of its Environmental Impact Study, missed deadlines, and unsigned documents. When a concession is archived, any previous authorizations are considered null and void. Any future desire to extract materials from the same two-kilometer section of the Río Tigre has to start the entire process anew.

The town of Gallardo played a huge role in stopping this concession, though it did have some intense moments as they were fighting the Development Association of Puerto Jimenez and its plans for development.  The townspeople organized and gathered many signatures to petition the government to reconsider.  With the help of our ecological research and our lawyer's arguments, SETENA chose not to ignore the usual shortcomings of the Environmental Impact Study, making sure that as a regulating body, they had done everything correctly.

At about the same time we submitted our formal denouncement of SETENA for not doing its job of protecting the environment, another concession on the Río Tigre requested a six-month extension to submit its environmental impact statement, as did one on the Río Barrigones and one on the Río Agujas. The owners of these three concessions are members of Development Association of Puerto Jimenez, so they are aware that their Environmental Impact Studies will be thoroughly analyzed and contested if they are found to be as bad as that of Puerto Jimenez. These three Impact Studies are due in January. We will be hustling to get them reviewed by scientists and start fundraising efforts anew to cover their services, as well as cover needed legal fees.
In the August newsletter we also mentioned that the Friends of the Osa was challenging a concession on the Río Piro that had been authorized within a Wildlife Refuge. We are happy to report that this concession was archived on September 20.

Our case on the Río Rincón concession is in the hands of the Tribunal Contencioso Administrativo, but hearing dates have not yet been announced. Extensive legal arguments have been submitted by the State Attorney, and by the lawyer representing the concession holder. We are currently studying these and evaluating our position in regards to various procedural aspects of the case. We expect nothing will happen relative to this case until after the 2010 winter holiday season.
SETENA and Geology and Mines are understaffed and not up to capacity to handle the pressure of development around Costa Rica. As in the United States, talk of possible employment from a project often pushes environmentally destructive projects forward. The push for all these concessions on Osa's rivers isn't only for roads and other development projects here on the Peninsula, but for an international airport just to the north, near Palmar Sur. It is being opposed by international environmental groups, but in October, President Laura Chinchilla, declared it in the national. Great quantities of sand and gravel are required for mile-long runways in wetland zones. This area is very near an internationally recognized RAMSAR site, one of the largest intact mangrove wetlands on the planet. There are big bucks to be made by those who can supply materials or sell any land nearby. Fortunately, this project is still dependant on a positive environmental evaluation that will probably take several years to complete.

On Thanksgiving Day, the Administrative Courts in San Jose handed down the ruling bringing to an end a major fight against an open-pit gold mine near the Nicaraguan border. Even though more than 95% of Costa Ricans and all environmentalists opposed the Canadian company, Infinito Gold, work had begun and part of a primary forest with endangered almond trees and green macaws was destroyed. President Able Pacheco (2002-2006) had put a moratorium on all open-pit mining, but in 2008, then-President Oscar Arias rescinded the moratorium and declared the mine to be in the nation's interest. Following hunger strikes, marches, unfavorable decisions by the Constitutional Court and others, the issue finally played out in the Tribunal Contencioso Administrativo. In the end, not only were the concession and all permits annulled, but a criminal investigation has been launched against the former President, his environmental minister, the Director of SETENA, and several others. What this means for our efforts to save Osa's rivers still remains to be seen.

